
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Chain of Custody certification 
 
LBS Builders Merchants was awarded FSC certification in October 2008, which means that when you buy 
certified timber across our branch network you can be certain it has been sourced in an environmentally 
friendly way.  To check the validity of our certification you can visit www.info.fsc.org and search for LBS 
Builders Merchants Ltd to see full details. For more general information about FSC visit www.fsc.org. 
 
CHAIN OF CUSTODY 
FSC has produced standards which: 

· Make sure that FSC wood is accounted for as it passes along the supply chain.  
· Make sure that when FSC wood is mixed with other wood, this does not come from undesirable 

sources.  
· Make sure that recycled/reclaimed material is acceptable.  
· Enables FSC certified products to be produced or stocked as well as uncertified products.  
· Provide a range of labelling options. 
  
 

10 GOOD REASONS TO CHOOSE FSC 
1. You can buy wood products, from all types of forest, with a clear conscience when you see the FSC 

logo. FSC certified forests are managed with consideration for people, wildlife and the environment.  
2. The FSC label guarantees that the trees that are harvested are replaced or allowed to regenerate 

naturally.  
3. Parts of the forest are protected entirely, in order to protect rare animals and plants.  
4. FSC protects the rights of indigenous people to use the forest. If they have sacred sites in the forest 

these are exempt from felling.  
5. The forest owner must use local workers to run the forest, and provide training, safety equipment 

and a decent salary. The forest owner is often obliged to support the community in other ways, such 
as through the development of schools.  

6. FSC is a market-based initiative which also ensures better conditions for the forest and the people 
whose livelihoods depend on it.  

7. FSC gives an assurance that future generations will be able to enjoy the benefits of the forest.  
8. All the wood is tracked from the forest to the store. Every link between the forest and the consumer 

is certified to make it clearly identifiable which wood is FSC certified and which is not.  
9. FSC is the only wood certification scheme endorsed by the major environmental charities, including 

WWF, Greenpeace and The Woodland Trust.  
10. The FSC label is not only available on wood for furniture. It can also be found on floors, decking, 

paper, printed matter, charcoal, kitchen utensils and even venison.  
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 PEFC     - Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification

PEFC UK Ltd was established in 2000 and is the member of PEFC International, an international non-profit, non-
governmental organisation dedicated to promoting Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) through 
independent third-party certification. PEFC International is an umbrella organisation that endorses national 
forest certification systems developed through multi-stakeholder processes and tailored to local priorities and 
conditions.

PEFC works throughout the entire forest supply chain to promote good practice in the forest and to ensure that 
timber and non-timber forest products are produced with respect for the highest ecological, social and ethical 
standards. Thanks to its eco-label, customers and consumers are able to identify products from sustainably 
managed forests

PEFC UK Ltd is responsible for:

· Managing the UK forest certification system to meet the endorsement requirements of PEFC 
International. Developing and reviewing the design of the UK forest certification system with a view to 
continuous improvement. 

· Developing, implementing and reviewing the rules and requirements for participation in the UK forest 
certification system by certification applicants, with particular reference to the requirements and conditions set 
out by PEFC International. 

· Promoting the use and credibility of the UK forest certification system and ensuring its accessibility to the 
forest industry and all interested stakeholders. 

· Helping to promote the UK Woodland Assurance Standard, as the national certification standard for 
Sustainable Forest Management in the UK. Participating in the development, monitoring and review of the UK 
Woodland Assurance Standard. 

· Issuing and updating of all documentation relating to administration and implementation of the UK 
forest certification system. 
·
· Maintaining a register of Accredited and Notified Certification Bodies and monitoring these bodies to 
ensure continued compliance with eligibility criteria. 

· Establishing and maintaining records of all forest areas / organisations / enterprises certified under the 
UK forest certification system and certified for Chain of Custody. 
·
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